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remainder is to be supported. The King has declared
that he will render trade perfectly free, if any means
can be found of not lessening the revenue. Is not this
declaration pleasantly benevolent ? I think I hear Job on
his dunghill, exclaiming, <(I consent to be cured of all
my ulcers, and to be restored to perfect health, provided
you will not give me any physic, and will not subject
me to any regimen.}>

The munificence is somewhat similar to that which
shall restore freedom to all the merchandise of France,
by obliging it to pay excessive heavy duties, the produce
of which shall be applied to the encouragement of such
manufactures as shall be supposed capable of rivaling
the manufactures of foreign nations. I know not whether
the King imagines he has conferred a great benefit on
trade; but I know that throughout Europe all contraband
commerce is become a mere article of insurance, the
premium of which is more or less according to local
circumstances; and that therefore a heavy duty (with
respect to the revenue) is equivalent to a prohibi-
tion.

The King has ordered his subjects to be numbered,
that he may not only know their number, but their age
and sex. Probably, the changes which are projected to
be made in the army are to be the result of this enu-
meration. But we know how difficult all such numberings
are in every country upon earth. Another affair is in
agitation, of a much more delicate nature, and which
supposes a general plan and great fortitude; which is a
land tax on the estates of the nobles. The project begins
to transpire, and the provincial counselors have received
orders to send certain informations, which seem to have
this purpose in view. I will believe it is accomplished
when I see it.

Single and distinct facts are of less importance to you
than an intimate knowledge of him who governs. All
the characters of weakness are united to those I have so
often described. Spies already are employed; informers
are made welcome; those who remonstrate meet anger,
and the sincere are repulsed or driven to a distance.
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